
Breakthrough Cancer Research is a proud member of HRCI #HealthResearchMatters

ABOUT OUR ORGANISATION:
Breakthrough Cancer Research is an Irish medical research charity focused on cancer. We work to 
significantly impact the number of people who can survive this disease. We invest in world-class research 
in Ireland to impact the quality of life for cancer patients and save lives. We are particularly focused on 
improving outcomes for those cancers, which are poorly served by current treatment options.

Our focus is on:
• Funding world-class cancer research into poor prognosis cancers, which are poorly served by current 

treatment options
• Facilitating collaboration between scientists and clinicians across Ireland and Internationally
• Accelerating the translation of lab discoveries into new effective treatments for cancer patients

WHAT WE DO IN RESEARCH

• In the past 2 years we have awarded 24 Research Grants, including Fellowships, PhD 
Scholarships and large and small projects grants fulfilling a priority to increase our 
support for research in poorer prognosis cancers such as oesophageal, malignant 
melanoma, ovarian cancer, pancreatic, osteosarcoma and brain cancer.

• We also look at the whole patient journey to finds ways to improve quality of life and 
survival so in 2018 we supported 4 projects which looked at either the patient 
experience or evaluated patient interventions.

• And because involuntary weight loss and muscle wasting has such an impact on 
survival, but there are not enough dieticians or resources to support current 
patients, we partnered with experts to produce 4 evidence based cookbooks to 
support patients during treatment.  Our most recent book is for Cancer Survivors.

OUR RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS:

• Five new treatment approaches, which have developed from research programmes 
we have supported over the years, are now in either Phase 1 or Phase 2 clinical trial.

• We are supporting, through funding, the delivery of a novel treatment for patients 
with skin cancers in Irish Hospitals 

• We held a translational research conference in 2019 providing a platform to 
collaborate on issues like survivorship, drug resistance, therapeutic delivery, the 
immune system and cancer and how patient trials can impact patient care.

• We have developed and distributed 54,000 evidence based cookbooks to support 
the nutritional needs of cancer patients and survivors.

WE ARE KEEN TO PARTNER WITH OTHER CHARITIES ON:

• Finding ways to support ongoing clinician involvement in research with greater 
integration of research into the health system.

• Sharing resources and experiences with HRCI members on meaningful PPI in 
research both at strategy and project level.

• We would like to invite other charities to link in with the newly formed Irish Cancer 
Prevention Network.

• We would like to link with other charities on work to promote the early detection 
and diagnosis of poor prognosis cancers

WE ARE KEEN TO PARTNER WITH RESEARCHERS ON:

• Poor prognosis cancers and currently incurable cancers prioritising lung, oesophageal, 
ovarian and pancreatic cancers 

• The role of the immune system in cancer development and opportunities to harness 
the immune system to control and eradicate metastatic cancers

• Integration of cancer research into cancer care in Ireland through projects with 
significant clinical engagement/input

• Discovery and development of new therapeutics and surgical approaches/ 
technologies

• Improving the effectiveness or specificity of current cancer therapies including 
biomarkers discovery, nutrition and therapeutic delivery

• Research-led innovation at every stage of the cancer patient journey from first 
diagnosis through to treatment, clinical trials and palliative care to improve survival 
and quality of life

THE BENEFITS OF HRCI  (formerly the MRCG) TO OUR WORK

• The HRCI-HRB Joint Funding Scheme (formerly MRCG-HRB JFS) allowed us to fund 4 projects in 2 cycles which significantly 
enhanced our overall research investment. 

• The HRCI network has been invaluable as we continually develop our in house research function, allowing us to tap into a 
very supportive and giving medical research community, to share research challenges and solutions and to seek advice, share 
ideas and resources.

• The HRCI guide for developing PPI and recommendations on Intellectual Property and Knowledge Transfer were vitally 
important resources. for us.  HRCI are our first port of call for guides and recommendations on developing patient led 
medical research.
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