
Fighting Blindness is a proud member of HRCI #HealthResearchMatters

ABOUT OUR ORGANISATION:

Fighting Blindness is a patient-led organisation involved with rare, genetic, age-related and 
degenerative conditions that affect an estimated 246,000 adults and children in Ireland.

Our mission is to CURE. SUPPORT. EMPOWER.

In parallel with our core goal to fund vital research, we provide professional counselling and 
support services for people and families affected by sight loss. We advocate for equal access to 
diagnosis and therapies, and through our education and information provision, empower those 
living with sight loss.

WHAT WE DO IN RESEARCH

• Since 1983, we have invested close to €18million in more than 100 
projects. 

• Our research aims to understand retinal disease and develop the 
evidence base required to inform better clinical care and disease-
modifying therapies. We work with all stakeholders ensuring that the 
'curiosity driven concept' in the laboratory can progress right through 
to approved treatment.

• Our largest, single investment to date is Target 5000 which was 
initiated by Fighting Blindness to address an unmet need in Ireland. 
Now in its 7th year, a research and clinical infrastructure has been 
established that provides clinical and genetic services to all those living 
with an inherited retinal degeneration in Ireland. 

OUR RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS:

• Under Target 5000, close to 1,600 people have undergone testing to 
identify the genetic cause of their retinal degeneration. 

• Ireland’s first ophthalmology-specific genetic counselling service was 
established.

• A team at TCD was the first to identify a gene associated with RP and 
later developed a gene therapy technology, subsequently acquired by 
US pharmaceutical company Spark Therapeutics. 

• Seed-funding that have helped researchers develop compelling and 
innovative ideas that have gone on to form part of larger grant 
applications.

• The first-of-its kind socioeconomic study to identify the true impact of 
inherited retinal degenerations, both to the individual and to the State. 

WE ARE KEEN TO PARTNER WITH OTHER CHARITIES ON:

• Co-funding opportunities that address the societal impact of retinal 
disease and research knowledge gaps.  

• Advocating for protected time for clinicians to undertake research 
activities. 

• Research advocacy, including the need for greater awareness and 
impact of investing in rare disease research. 

• Sharing of resources and experiences with HRCI members in the area of 
grant management and PPI activities. 

WE ARE KEEN TO PARTNER WITH RESEARCHERS ON:

• Research that explores knowledge gaps associated with mechanism of 
disease. Equally, research that will lead to novel therapeutic 
interventions. 

• Early engagement with regulatory bodies to ensure the journey from 
bench to clinic is a focus and progresses in a timely manner. 

• Identification of novel but relevant outcome measures for retinal 
disease interventions.

• Establishment of a Young Vision Researchers Network that 
encompasses the island of Ireland.

THE BENEFITS OF HRCI (formerly the MRCG) TO OUR WORK
• The Joint Funding Scheme has enabled us to fund 14 projects since 2006, with the 

assurance that they have been assessed in accordance with best international 
practice, but equally that they address the research priorities of those living with 
sight loss. 

• Contributing to the international knowledge-base, 23 high impact publications, and 
with more on the horizon have emerged from research efforts funded through the last 
6 schemes. 

• The engaged and connected HRCI network greatly facilitates mutual learning and 
knowledge exchange. Bespoke forums like the IHRF has allowed us to stay informed 
about relevant developments in health research whilst the Shared Learning Group has 
guided us in formalising our PPI activities and growth of the Visually Impaired Persons 
(VIP) Network.
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