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ABOUT OUR ORGANISATION:

Research Motor Neurone (RMN) is an charity dedicated to researching Motor Neurone Disease, also known 
as Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis. It is based in Trinity College Dublin and is headed by Professor Orla Hardiman.

Research Motor Neurone (RMN) was founded in 2007, for the purpose of promoting and facilitating research into the 
causes and treatments of motor neurone disease (MND), also known as ALS. RMN also strives to increase awareness of 
this incurable disease at both a national and international level.

Ongoing research is needed to discover the cause, treatment and methods of improving quality of life for MND 
sufferers and their families. The generous support from our donors helps us make progress in finding ways to help those 
who suffer from this debilitating condition. 

WHAT WE DO IN RESEARCH

• Our research into MND spans a number of distinct thematic research areas.
• Our key research strands include genetics, epidemiology, neuropsychology, neural signal 

analysis (EEG & TMS), MRI, health services research, neuropharmacology (drug  
development) and clinimetrics.

• Central to all of these research areas is the Irish ALS/MND Research Register.  This 
population-based disease register was founded by Prof. Hardiman in 1995 and it now 
has detailed clinical information on almost 3000 MND patients. This data informs all of 
our research projects and is the cornerstone of the Irish ALS/MND research group.

• Aside from involvement in the research above we are also involved, on an ongoing basis, 
in funding clinical trials into MND at the Clinical Research Centre at Beaumont 
Hospital, Dublin.

OUR RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS:

• We continuously fund and support a vibrant and dynamic multidisciplinary research 
team with a world class network of international collaborations across many of our 
research themes.

• Our growing imaging and neural signal analysis subgroups are involved in exciting and 
pioneering research to identify biomarkers which will help to better stratify patients into 
more meaningful groups which, in turn, is hoped will lead to better outcomes in clinical 
trials of new treatments.

• Our pioneering epidemiology and genetic research continues to untangle the complex 
matter of familial ALS in ever greater detail.  This work has previously shown a 
scientifically groundbreaking genetic overlap between ALS and Schizophrenia. 

WE ARE KEEN TO PARTNER WITH OTHER CHARITIES ON:

• MND is a relatively rare condition. However, our research shares a number of common 
goals with research in other neurodegenerative diseases both rare and more common. 
We feel that by partnering with some of the relevant charities working with 
neurodegeneration to tackle these common goals we can optimise the resources 
available to us  to maximally benefit the broader disease area including but not limited 
to MND. 

• Specifically we are interested in partnering with other HRCI (formerly MRCG) members 
to support the discovery of (neurophysiological/neuroelectric and neuroimaging) 
biomarkers across a broader spectrum of neurodegenerative/neurological disease.

WE ARE KEEN TO PARTNER WITH RESEARCHERS ON:

• Developing new experimental techniques and technologies (neurophysiology, 
neuroimaging), as well as new methods of data analytics for better diagnosis and 
phenotyping

• We are always keen to connect with researchers in any of our key research areas who 
might be interested in bringing new expertise from outside of our immediate research 
group to bear on our MND research.

• Conversely we are also interested in partnering with researchers who are interested in 
applying our methods or developing a research strand like one of ours in a different 
disease area as this type of collaboration will further test and develop our methods.

THE BENEFITS OF HRCI (formerly the MRCG) TO OUR WORK

• The HRCI-HRB Joint Funding Scheme (formerly the MRCG/HRB Joint Funding Scheme) has allowed us to fund two large 
ongoing projects in the past two years with the aims of identifying novel neurophysiological biomarkers and the incorporation
of sensor technology into clinical measurement in MND (clinimetrics), with the assurance that they have been assessed in 
accordance with best international practice.

• Creating a unique platform for  novel and mutually beneficial research partnership and co-funding opportunities that would 
otherwise be quite difficult to identify and accomplish. 

• More unified and better public and patient engagement around our disease area. 

CHARITY CONTACT: 

Name: Research Motor Neurone Email: ResearchMND@tcd.ie Phone number: 086-8212659/01-8964497
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