
Royal Victoria Eye & Ear Research Foundation is a proud member of HRCI #HealthResearchMatters

ABOUT OUR ORGANISATION:
Since 1974 the Royal Victoria Eye and Ear Research Foundation has spearheaded research in the 

fight against sight and hearing loss. 

The Royal Victoria Eye and Ear Research Foundation has a long and proud history of being at the forefront of 
research in the areas of Ophthalmology and Otolarynology.

The crucial work of the Research Foundation is to develop and discover innovative treatments for people suffering 
from sight and hearing loss. We do this by supporting young talent and championing pioneering research.

The Research Foundation was one of the first sites in Ireland to carry out electrophysiology testing. Early diagnosis 
is imperative in the treatment and management of eye conditions. 

WHAT WE DO IN RESEARCH
• Genetics Research
As our understanding of genetics and hereditary conditions develops, the potential for preventative treatments is 
exponentially expanded. The Research Foundation is the primary site for the prodigious Target 5000 – Gateway to 
Vision project supported by Fighting Blindness. Target 5000 came out of longstanding collaboration with the 
Foundation and the Ocular Genetics Department of TCD started in the 1980’s.
• Retinal Research 
The Retina is the thin layer of cells lining the back of the eye.  We have investigated the use of anti-VEGF intravitreal 
injections for the treatment of retinal diseases. The use of this therapy has been found be to effective in treating 
symptoms of age related wet macular degeneration, diabetic macular oedema as well as retinal vein occlusions.
• Corneal, Ocular Immunology and Inflammation Research
The cornea forms a protective layer and has an important function in focussing vision and allowing light enter the eye. 
Collaboration with NICB, RCSI & SVUH has brought together clinical and scientific skills from a range of disciplines 
that are helping to improve our understanding of a number of inflammatory eye conditions and corneal diseases.
• Oncology & Pathology Research
Ocular Oncology is the highly specialised treatment and research of tumours of the eye.  We work closely with the 
NICBI on a Research Foundation supported study to identify specific proteins in patients with eye melanoma that 
help to predict the spread of cancer outside the eye, with the aim of improving long term patient survival.

WE ARE KEEN TO PARTNER WITH OTHER CHARITIES ON:

• We are interested in partnering with other HRCI members on a Joint Funding Scheme call 
to investigate the impact of general lifestyle and diet in childhood on eye health in adulthood.

• We would like to share resources and experiences with HRCI members who are working to 
establish a PPI network and develop PPI engagement and awareness programmes for 
patients - both in healthcare settings and also the raising the awareness of the general 
public on the positive impact of medical research. 

• We would like to work with other charities in developing PPI educational tools for 
researchers and raising awareness of the importance of quality PPI with healthcare 
professionals.

WE ARE KEEN TO PARTNER WITH RESEARCHERS ON:

• Collaborative research into the transition of people with Inherited Retinal Disease 
patients from paediatric to adult services.

• We would like an experienced qualitative researcher to participate on the panel of 
assessors for the Research Foundation Annual Grant Scheme.

THE BENEFITS OF HRCI (formerly the MRCG) TO OUR WORK

• The HRCI-HRB Joint Funding Scheme has allowed us to fund 2 projects since its inception with the assurance that they have been 
assessed in accordance with best international practice.

• HRCI has given medical research charities a voice and the opportunity to engage with decision makers, highlighting the value and
importance of our work. 

• The HRCI network has allowed us to stay informed about relevant developments in health research and has given us a supportive
community of people to share health research challenges and solutions with.

CHARITY CONTACT: 

Name: Róisín Clarke Email: roisin.clarke@rveeh.ie Phone number: 01-6343639
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