
The All Ireland Institute of Hospice and Palliative Care is a proud member of HRCI #HealthResearchMatters

ABOUT OUR ORGANISATION:

All Ireland Institute of Hospice & Palliative Care (AIIHPC) advances education, research and practice to improve 
the palliative care experience of people with life limiting conditions and their families.  AIIHPC is a collaborative of 
hospices, health and social care organisations and universities on the island of Ireland.  As the palliative care 
sector’s institute, AIIHPC is:
• involving service users, carers and communities in palliative care delivery and development
• working to integrate palliative care across the health system so people are supported as early as possible
• supporting the development of specialist palliative care services for everyone who needs them

AIIHPC is a leading organisation with national and international influence driving excellence in palliative care. 

WHAT WE DO IN RESEARCH

Between 2012-2019 with the support of the HRB, PHA HSC R&D, ICS and partner 
organisations AIIHPC invested approx. €1.84m in research projects including: 
advanced heart disease, cancer and dementia and degenerative neurological 
conditions. 

AIIHPC drives awareness of the Top 10 All Ireland Palliative Care Research 
Priorities identified using a consultative process with key stakeholders including: 
current and bereaved carers, people with life limiting conditions, researchers, health 
care professionals, and policy makers. 

AIIHPC set up a patient and public involvement group Voices4Care to achieve the 
meaningful involvement of people with palliative care needs (service users), their 
family and carers in palliative care research, education, policy and practice. 

AIIHPC is a research partner, collaborator and reviewer for a variety of projects across 
multiple areas of palliative care including:  Dementia Care, Out-of-Hours Services, 
Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease Management and Advanced Care Planning.

OUR RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS:

AIIHPC design and facilitate capacity building events for researchers at all stages of 
their career and health care professionals in palliative care to foster peer-to-peer cross 
border learning and encourage the development of multidisciplinary collaborative 
research.

AIIHPC held an all island seminar ‘Designing and Developing Technologies for Palliative 
Care’ (June 2019), bringing together people with life limiting conditions, carers and 
interested citizens, clinicians, industry partners, funders, service providers, policy 
makers and researchers in health, science and engineering to support the 
development of evidence-based practical interventions. This seminar has led to a 
multidisciplinary collaboration which will submit a proposal to Science Foundation 
Ireland Innovation Fund 2019. 

AIIHPC held an all island seminar, ‘Palliative Care and Disabilities: Impact of legislation 
to improve quality of life and realise human rights’ (June 2018), which lead to a cross 
border collaborative proposal being submitted to the Irish Human Rights and Equality 
Commission Funding Call 2019.  [Awaiting Feedback]

WE ARE KEEN TO PARTNER WITH OTHER CHARITIES ON:

AIIHPC is interested in in partnering with other HRCI members to access public health 
data sources, patient record information and other data sources to support the 
development of evidence-based solutions for people with palliative care needs.

AIIHPC is interested in partnering with other HRCI members on a Joint Funding 
Scheme Call to investigate life-limiting conditions which require palliative and end-of-life 
care.  

Technology can offer a unique opportunity to support people with palliative care needs 
and their families.  AIIHPC would like to work with other HRCI members in the area of 
palliative care and technology to develop practical and affordable solutions that can 
meet the needs of people with life limiting conditions, their families and carers.

WE ARE KEEN TO PARTNER WITH RESEARCHERS ON:

We would like to connect with researchers at any stage in their career who might 
consider undertaking research into any aspect of palliative care or a specific life-
limiting condition.  

Members of AIIHPC Palliative Care Research Network would like to connect and 
collaborate with researchers in health, science and engineering and health care 
professionals to support the successful development of practical evidence-based 
solutions that meet the needs of people with life limiting conditions.

AIIHPC Early Career Researcher Forum is available to join.  We would like to connect 
with researchers in the early- to mid-stages of their career with an interest in palliative 
care. 

THE BENEFITS OF HRCI (formerly the MRCG) TO OUR WORK

The HRCI network has allowed us to stay informed about relevant developments in health research, policy and practice 
and has given us a community of people to share health research challenges and solutions with.

The HRCI PPI Shared Learning Group has provided us with an opportunity to connect with other patient support 
charities and exchange knowledge on patient involvement experiences and activities.

CHARITY CONTACT: 

Name: Dr Mary Rabbitte, Programme Manager     Email:  mrabbitte@aiihpc.org    Phone No: 01 4912948
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