
About Epilepsy Ireland

Since 1966, we have been working to achieve a society where no person’s life is limited by Epilepsy. 

Epilepsy is often misunderstood and stigmatised. It can isolate a person from the workplace, education or the 
wider community. We support people with Epilepsy and their families to better understand and take control of 

their condition. We also offer training opportunities; work to educate the public about the condition; and 
advocate on behalf of the epilepsy community.

Supporting and investing in Irish epilepsy research, investigating issues such as its causes, effects & treatments is 
also a key priority of the organisation.

WHAT WE DO IN RESEARCH

Since 2010, we have invested over €1,000,000 (including HRB contributions 
via the HRCI/HRB Funding Scheme) in Irish epilepsy research. A total of 13 
projects across Ireland’s leading research institutions have been funded in 
areas like epilepsy genetics, molecular mechanisms involved in epilepsy, 

health services research, psychosocial issues and sudden death in epilepsy 
(SUDEP).

We are immensely proud of our contribution to research in the field of 
Epilepsy and look forward to continuing to support exciting new proposals 
from across the Country so we can learn more about Epilepsy and how to 

improve life for those with the condition.

OUR RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS
-Pharmacogenomics; study identified a gene type that is a predictor of severe 
skin-related adverse reactions to a common epilepsy drug 

-How2Tell; identified patient concerns around epilepsy disclosure and 
developed a range of tools for people on how best to tell others about their 
condition

-Prevalence of Epilepsy Study: The first national epilepsy prevalence study 
anywhere in Europe. Identified first accurate figures on the number of people 
with epilepsy in Ireland

-SENSE Study: Assessed the role and impact of Epilepsy Specialist Nurses in 
Ireland, concluding a range of positive, yet cost-neutral outcomes and 
supporting Epilepsy Ireland’s advocacy efforts for additional nursing posts. 

WE ARE KEEN TO PARTNER WITH OTHER CHARITIES ON:

Any research that may be mutually beneficial to persons with epilepsy and 
the service users of other charities, particularly those in the areas of  

neurological / chronic conditions

Current opportunities for crossover may include themes such as:
the effects of exposure to teratogenic drugs; the impact of driving restrictions 

due to medical conditions; epilepsy co-morbidities; the impact/ burden of 
chronic conditions; the role of cannabinoids; the use of technology/ assistive 

technology.

WE ARE KEEN TO PARTNER WITH RESEARCHERS ON:

We want to fund or collaborate on any area of research that has the 
potential to add significantly to existing knowledge into the causes, cures, 

care, treatment, impact and effect of any type of epilepsy, including sudden 
unexpected death in epilepsy (SUDEP).

We have supported all types of research including basic, clinical, psychosocial 
and health services research.

See epilepsy.ie for details of upcoming 2019-20 research call.

THE BENEFITS OF HRCI (formerly the MRCG) TO OUR WORK

Eight of our research projects to date have been funded under the HRCI/HRB Joint Funding Scheme. Our 
membership of HRCI has been vital to carrying out this research. Without the scheme, we simply would not have 
had the resources, expertise or infrastructure to support high-impact Irish research.  Matched funding has also 

reduced risks and ensures that every fundraised euro is put to its best possible use. As a result of our HRCI 
membership, we have also been able to build relationships with other charities. This was particularly vital when we 

were setting up our peer review process and research review committee.

For further information on our research goals and opportunities, please get in touch on the details below:
Name: Peter Murphy CEO Email: pmurphy@epilepsy.ie Phone number: 014557500
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#HealthResearchMatters
Epilepsy Ireland is a proud member of Health 
Research Charities Ireland (formerly Medical 

Research Charities Group). 
We look forward to continuing our 

partnership long into the future.


