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About Health Research Charities Ireland

• 40 member organisations involved in Health Research in a variety of ways (funding /advocacy/policy/PPI etc).
• HRCI’s mission is to nurture a vibrant, dynamic, patient-led medical research environment in Ireland
• HRCI/HRB Joint Funding Scheme runs biennially – co-funding between HRB and HRCI member charities.
• Our members are open to partnerships which will ultimately benefit their patient population.
• Some of our charities recently presented ways in which they are open to partnering with researchers for the
HRCI/HRB Joint Funding Scheme or other opportunities. This information from the charities is provided on the
subsequent pages.

About the HRCI/HRB Joint Funding Scheme

• Joint funding between HRCI member charities and HRB.
• HRCI member charities open calls, inviting applications on a specific research area of interest to them/aligning
with their research strategy.
• Researchers apply to a HRCI charity with an open call. See the open calls for the 2020 round of HRCI/HRB JFS on
our website here:
https://hrci.ie/joint-funding-open-calls/
• The charity selects which applications to submit to the HRB selection panel with an endorsement of the
application.
• High success rate of applications submitted by charity to HRB panel: Over 50% are funded.
For more information contact
HRCI Research Manager:
Michelle Gardner, Michelle@HRCI.ie

How HRCI members wish to partner with researchers
Ø MSD Action Foundation
• We would like to connect with any biomedical
researchers who might consider undertaking research
on MSD
• MSD is one of about 50 Lysosomal Storage Disorders
(LSDs). Scientifically, MSD is an extremely interesting
disorder
• There is a real lack of LSD researchers in Ireland
• It may be that potential treatments for MSD could help
some or many single sulfatase disorders such as some
Mucopolysaccharidoses (MPS conditions) and
Metachromatic Leukodystrophy (MLD)
• We are committed to supporting researchers in their
patient and public involvement activities
Charity contact:
Name: Alan Finglas, Founder / Research Manager
Email: info@msdactionfoundation.org /
alanfinglas@gmail.com
Phone number: +35386 8265747

Ø The Alzheimer’s Society of Ireland
• We would like to facilitate the involvement of PPI
Contributors in dementia-related research studies.
• We would like to collaborate with researchers to
make research results accessible to a lay audience,
particularly people with dementia and carers
• We would like to instigate research that falls under
ASI’s set of research priorities, as identified in an
Irish research prioritisation exercised currently
being undertaken by ASI. Our research priorities
span across a spectrum of symptomology and are
available on the research section of our website
(www.alzheimer.ie).
Charity contact:
Name: Laura O’Philbin
Email: laura.ophilbin@alzheimer.ie
Phone number: 085 671 6533

How HRCI members wish to partner with researchers
Ø Epilepsy Ireland
•

We want to fund or collaborate on any area of
research that has the potential to add significantly to
existing knowledge into the causes, cures, care,
treatment, impact and effect of any type of epilepsy,
including sudden unexpected death in epilepsy
(SUDEP).We have supported all types of research
including basic, clinical, psychosocial and health
services research. See epilepsy.ie for details of
upcoming 2019-20 research call.

Charity contact:
For further information on our research goals and
opportunities, please get in touch on the details below:

Ø Research Foundation Royal Victoria Eye
& Ear Hospital
WE ARE KEEN TO PARTNER WITH RESEARCHERS ON:
• Collaborative research into the transition of people
with Inherited Retinal Disease patients from
paediatric to adult services.
• We would like an experienced qualitative
researcher to participate on the panel of assessors
for the Research Foundation Annual Grant Scheme.
Charity contact:
Name: Róisín Clarke

Name: Peter Murphy, CEO

Email: roisin.clarke@rveeh.ie

Email: pmurphy@epilepsy.ie

Phone number: 01-6343639

Phone number: 014557500

How HRCI members wish to partner with researchers
Ø Cystinosis Ireland
WE ARE KEEN TO PARTNER WITH RESEARCHERS ON:

• The development of more effective therapeutics
including new drug formulations and stem cell
therapies.
• Understanding the genetics and pathophysiology of
cystinosis.
• Investigating concomitant symptoms of cystinosis
including:
Muscle weakness including swallowing problems and
weakness in other muscles such as hands, legs, arms.
o Bone weakness including knock knees and spontaneous
fractures which occur in most children whatever level
of drug therapy adherence.
o

• Improving kidney transplantation outcomes.

Charity contact:
Name: RUTH DAVIS
Email: RUTH.DAVIS@CYSTINOSIS.IE
Phone number: 087 8039661

Ø Cystic Fibrosis Ireland
• Cystic Fibrosis Ireland is committed to funding research to
advance our knowledge and understanding of CF. The
ultimate aim of research is to find a cure for cystic fibrosis,
but in the meantime it is imperative we support research
that aims to improve current methods of treatment and
management of the disease as well as enhance the quality
of life of those living with the condition.

Charity contact:
Name: Philip Watt, CEO
Email: info@cfireland.ie
Phone number: 01 496 2433

How HRCI members wish to partner with researchers
Ø Irish Nephrology Society
• The Irish Nephrology Society has supported Irish
researchers in the study of kidney disease since its
inception. Many of the Nephrology leaders in this
country have passed through fellowship programmes
supported by industry-sponsored funds administered
through the Society. The work performed during these
fellowships has led to new discoveries about the
causes of kidney disease and better treatments for
affected patients.
Charity contact:
Name: Dr Catherine Brown
Email: CatherineM.Brown@hse.ie

Ø Dystonia Ireland
• We would like to connect with any biomedical
researchers who might consider undertaking
research into dystonia.
Charity contact:
Name: Maria Hickey
Email: info@dystonia.ie
Website: www.dystoniaresearch.ie
Phone number: 00 353 (0)1 4922514

How HRCI members wish to partner with researchers
Ø DEBRA Ireland

Ø National Children's Research Centre
WE ARE KEEN TO PARTNER WITH RESEARCHERS ON:
NCRC Research Proprity Areas which include:
• Cardiology & Vascular Biology
• Cancer
• Neurology
• Adolescent Health
• Emergency Medicine
• Orthopaedics
• Neonatology
• Immunity & Infection including:
•
Cystic Fibrosis
•
•

Obesity
Dermatology

•
•

Gastroenterology
Rheumatology

For more information on NCRC research grants, please go to
https://www.nationalchildrensresearchcentre.ie
Charity contact:
Name: Isabella Bray Email: Isabella.Bray@NCRC.ie Phone number:
01-4096825

•

We would like to explore research into the psycho-social
impact of living with a rare, debilitating disease has on
patients and families living with EB.

•

We would like to explore research into the social impact a
treatment for EB would have.

•

We would like to connect with any researchers who might
consider undertaking research into EB.

• We would like to connect with biomedical researchers who
could advise our research committee on research projects.

Charity contact:
Name: Dr Sinéad Hickey
Email: sinead.hickey@debraireland.org
Phone number: 01 412 6924

How HRCI members wish to partner with researchers
Ø Fighting Blindness
WE ARE KEEN TO PARTNER WITH RESEARCHERS ON:

•

Research that explores knowledge gaps associated with
mechanism of disease. Equally, research that will lead to
novel therapeutic interventions.

•

Early engagement with regulatory bodies to ensure the
journey from bench to clinic is a focus and progresses in a
timely manner.

•

Identification of novel but relevant outcome measures for
retinal disease interventions.

•

Establishment of a Young Vision Researchers Network that
encompasses the island of Ireland.Bullet

Charity contact:
Name: Laura Brady
Email:
laura.brady@fightingblindness.ie
Phone number: 01 6789 001

Ø Saint John of God Research Foundation
•

We would like to instigate research into the
transition of people with co-existing physical and
mental conditions from paediatric to adult
services.

•

We would like to connect with researchers
interested in a holistic approach to healthcare
that attends to the physical, psychological and
intellectual challenges that an individual may be
faced with.

•

We would like an experienced researcher to sit on
our Research Grants Committee.

•

We would like to consult with a specialist on
service evaluation.

Charity contact:
Name: Dr Lesley O’Hara
Email: lesley.ohara@sjog.ie
Phone number: 01-5333300

How HRCI members wish to partner with researchers
Ø Research Motor Neurone
•

We are keen to partner with researchers on: Developing new
experimental techniques and technologies (neurophysiology,
neuroimaging), as well as new methods of data analytics for
better diagnosis and phenotyping

•

We are always keen to connect with researchers in any of
our key research areas who might be interested in bringing
new expertise from outside of our immediate research group
to bear on our MND research.

•

Conversely we are also interested in partnering with
researchers who are interested in applying our methods or
developing a research strand like one of ours in a different
disease area as this type of collaboration will further test and
develop our methods.

Charity contact:
Name: Research Motor Neurone

Ø All Ireland Institute of Hospice and
Palliative Care (AIIHPC)
•

We would like to connect with researchers at any stage in
their career who might consider undertaking research
into any aspect of palliative care or a specific life-limiting
condition.

•

Members of AIIHPC Palliative Care Research Network
would like to connect and collaborate with researchers in
health, science and engineering and health care
professionals to support the successful development of
practical evidence-based solutions that meet the needs of
people with life limiting conditions.

•

AIIHPC Early Career Researcher Forum is available to
join. We would like to connect with researchers in the
early- to mid-stages of their career with an interest in
palliative care.

Charity contact:

Email: ResearchMND@tcd.ie

Name: Dr Mary Rabbitte, Programme
Manager Email: mrabbitte@aiihpc.org

Phone number: 086-8212659/01-8964497

Phone No: 01 4912948

How HRCI members wish to partner with researchers
Ø Alpha-1 Foundation Ireland
WE ARE KEEN TO PARTNER WITH RESEARCHERS ON:
•

Projects to develop new and improved therapies for the
lung, liver and skin disease associated with AATD.

•

Research into the psychological and behavioural effects of a
diagnosis of AATD within families.

•

Ideas to dismantle barriers to genetic testing, both real (e.g.
genetic discrimination) and perceived.

•

Exploring and improving the journey as people with AATD
transition from paediatric to adult services.Bullet

Ø Irish Thoracic Society
Information for Researchers: The Irish Thoracic Society
(ITS) plans to issue a call for research projects under the
2020 HRCI/HRB (formerly the MRCG/HRB) Joint Funding
Scheme. We will be inviting research proposals that
support the Irish Thoracic Society’s mission of facilitating
high quality research that will benefit patients (adult and
paediatric) and contribute to knowledge around the
causes, diagnosis and treatment of respiratory conditions.
These include asthma, COPD, cystic fibrosis, tuberculosis,
interstitial lung disease, sarcoidosis, sleep disorders and
lung cancer.
• Further details will be available at
www.irishthoracicsociety.com
•

Charity contact:
Charity contact:
Name: Geraldine Kelly, CEO
Email: geraldinekelly@rcsi.ie
Phone number: 01-8093871

Name: Suzanne McCormack
Email: suzannemccormack@irishthoracicsociety.com
Phone: 01 5677201

How HRCI members wish to partner with researchers
Ø Breakthrough Cancer Research
WE ARE KEEN TO PARTNER WITH RESEARCHERS ON:
•
Poor prognosis cancers and currently incurable cancers prioritising
lung, oesophageal, ovarian and pancreatic cancers
•
The role of the immune system in cancer development and
opportunities to harness the immune system to control and eradicate
metastatic cancers
•
Integration of cancer research into cancer care in Ireland through
projects with significant clinical engagement/input
•
Discovery and development of new therapeutics and surgical
approaches/ technologies
•
Improving the effectiveness or specificity of current cancer therapies
including biomarkers discovery, nutrition and therapeutic delivery
•
Research-led innovation at every stage of the cancer patient journey
from first diagnosis through to treatment, clinical trials and palliative
care to improve survival and quality of life

Charity contact:
Name: Orla Dolan
Email: orla@breakcancer.ie
Phone number: +353 21 4226655

